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WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Milk Quality Consults

• Bulk Milk BVD Testing

• Lepto vaccinations

• Body condition scoring

• Feed budgets

• Spore count monitoring

• Zinc supplementation
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HAVE YOU GOT A FEED BUDGET 
TO GET YOU INTO NEXT SEASON  
IN GOOD SHAPE?
We have had plenty of enquiries recently around feed budgeting and 
how farms can maintain production for as long as possible, without 
creating issues for next season. 

What we do now is an important 
decision, as if we milk cows too 
long then we will end up with more 
issues at calving, lower conception 
rates in the following season and 
less milk produced for the next two 
seasons.

It is important to know  not only 
an average, but also understanding 

the spread of the herd. A typical 
average BCS of around 4.2 could 
easily have a third of the cows at 
3.5 or less. This will require a very 
different approach to a herd with 
less than 15% at or below a BCS of 
3.5, but still with the same average 
BCS. We have seen both of these 
scenarios recently.

If you need help with feed 
budgeting or BCS please call us to 
discuss what we can do for you.

We have experience in this field 
and can help you out. Give the clinic 
a call today on  (07) 888 8197.

Each month we work hard to keep 
you up-to-date with relevant,  

best-practice dairy industry info, 
and now it's your turn to tell us 
how we're going. Have your say. 

CLICK HERE to complete a short 
survey, and go in the draw to  
WIN a $100 Osteria voucher!

Alternatively, copy the following  
link into your browser to get 

started. bit.ly/3d873RX

FREE R.M WILLIAMS' 
(NOPE, NOT A TYPO...)

These are just one of many top-shelf 
freebies and specials our online promo 

page has available everyday. 
 CLICK HERE to see what’s on offer this 

month, or check out the promo  
tab on our website today!

A CRUCIAL PART OF 
DEVELOPING AN AUTUMN 
FEED BUDGET IS KNOWING 

YOUR COWS’ BODY 
CONDITION SCORE (BSC)

MVS Farm Vet Greg Jarratt discussing the herd BCS with a client

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BPX9NXJ
http://www.matamatavets.co.nz/mvs-farm-promotions/
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

    February 2020 10Kg DM/day 11mm 21°C 1708Kg DM 141,000

    February 2019 0Kg DM/day 0mm 21°C 1844Kg DM 157,000
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THE IMPACT OF PLAN, DO, REVIEW
This is a key process that we, as vets, have identified where we can  
help farmers make real impacts on farm by following a plan, do,  
review approach.

One local farmer has allowed us to 
share his positive experience using 
this approach:

We identified at the annual Repro 
Ready Consult a problem with the 
3-year olds. Their empty rate was 
poor in comparison to the herd 
and even the 2-year olds. This 
represented a major loss to the 
business. Further analysis showed 
that while the first calving heifers 
calved early and were getting 
pregnant, they were taking longer 
to get in calf than expected and 
creating a problem the following 
season.

This meant the problem in 
the 3-year olds was actually a 
hangover from when they were 

2-year olds the previous season. 
With this in mind, we were able 
to make recommendations that 
were implemented to the heifer 
management. This was successful 
for the farmer with massive gains 
in 3 and 6 week in-calf rates in the 
first calvers. 

On review, this improvement in 
extra days in milk next season will 
be worth $11,000 alone, plus the 
impact of fewer empty 3-year olds 
next season is likely to be worth 
another $9,000.  

The key point here is the effort 
spent reviewing results before and 
after planning has been very much 

worth it. 

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

 L to R: Murray, Caitlin, Katelyn and Trevor

INTRODUCING 
OUR TECH TEAM
Many of you may have 
already met our techs out 
on farm doing a range of 
different jobs:

These jobs include:

• Recording for scanning

• Bolusing stock

• Weighing animals

• Vaccinating

• Drenching

• Disbudding/dehorning

• Ear-notching (DNA, BVD)

• Metrichecking 

• Spore counting for FE

• Milk cultures

• Milk machine testing

• Blood sampling

• Assisting the vets

• Teatseal and Dry Cow 
Antibiotic Administration

We are now taking bookings 
to assist you with dry off and 
heifer Teatseal.

Give us a call on (07) 888 8197.




